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Executive Summary

The Florida Memorial University Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) is designed to
enhance students’ critical thinking skills. Our focus is to improve the critical thinking
skills of undergraduate students as we prepare them to function effectively in a highly
competitive technological and global society. This is derived from FMU’s Statement of
Purpose, in which the University recognizes that “education contributes to the quality of
life and expects that students will leave its community of scholars and traditions prepared
to participate fully in a global society”.

The QEP is centered on preparing our undergraduate students to succeed in college and in
society by developing their critical thinking skills in five (5) freshman courses in our
General Education Program, and reinforcing these skills throughout the undergraduate
courses in the major areas of study.

The goal of the QEP is to improve and assess student performance in critical thinking.
Based on the QEP goal, the following Student Learning Outcomes have been identified:
1. Students will use concepts and theories to guide their reasoning.
2. Students will analyze major concepts and identify their basic components.
3. Students will synthesize ideas into more complex interpretations or
relationships.
4. Students will evaluate the quality of information, and assess the soundness of

conclusions.

5. Students will apply theories or concepts to practical problems or in new
situations.

6. Students will communicate any or all of the above processes in written and oral
form.

The QEP will be implemented in three coordinated phases:
1. Introductory Stage: Five (5) courses in the General Education Program will
include a focus on teaching and developing of critical thinking skills.
2. Reinforcing Stage: These skills will be reinforced in the undergraduate courses
in the major areas of study.
3. Mastery Stage: The knowledge and skills developed will be applied in a
Mastery Level activity addressing practical issues.



